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Where Horology and
Theology Intersect

Years ago, I sat in front of my thesis
supervisor trying to persuade her
that my field of research—the inter-
section of horology and theology—
was unique, worthy, and fascinating.
She was skeptical on all counts, and
besides, “who else would be interested
in this stuff?” Well, that question was
answered in early February as more
than 100 people gathered at a special
symposium and exhibit at Gordon
College, in Wenham, Massachusetts.

“What Has Greenwich to Do with
Jerusalem?” brought together horol-
ogists, theologians, historians, clock-
and-watch enthusiasts, and the merely
curious to explore how clocks, time-
keeping, religion, and faith have all
intersected and influenced each oth-
er in a myriad of ways for centuries.
The event was conceived, planned,
and curated by Bob Frishman,' a
noted horologist and scholar, and
Damon DiMauro, a professor at
Gordon College and clock enthusiast,
and facilitated by Gregory Detto, the
director of exhibits at the College’s
Barrington Centre for the Arts.

The title of this event may sound
odd, but it echoes a classic query of the
second-century Christian theologian,
Tertullian: “What has Athens to do
with Jerusalem?” He was exploring the
connections between secular learning
and religious culture. In the same
way, this exhibit poses a similar sort of
question, albeit in our title, Greenwich
stands as the symbolic home of time-
keeping, and Jerusalem holds its own
place representing three of the world’s

1. See my review of Frishman’s bioaraphy, Edward Duffield, Philadel-
phia Clockmaker, Citizen, and Gentleman, published in the August
2024 issue of HT.
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